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LINE ‘EM UP!  
Wine Game Premise: If you like this, try this 

I. INTRO 

First off, thank you for 

subscribing to Blonde Tasting!  I 

hope you have found the 30 Best 

Wines for Summer guide to be a 

helpful resource.  If you haven’t 

read it yet, it includes a 

combination of some classic 

grapes you know and love, and 

wines that are 

more obscure 

but well worth 

the effort to 

seek out.  

So, you 

have 30 wines 

to look for, 

now what? 

 

II. THE GAME 

The game puts a few of the 

wines from the 30 Best Wines for 

Summer list to use in a fun and 

educational way (i.e. experiential 

learning).  It is a great activity for 

dinner parties or a unique twist on 

date night.  Here’s how it works.  

You compare a common wine 

varietal with a less well-known 

option.  The grape varietals within 

each flight have similar attributes, 

so if you enjoy the first, the 

second two are a good bet.  

III. GAME PREP 

1.) Pick a flight 

2.) Identify a wine store in 

your area. Grocery stores 

will have the first varietal 

but chances are slim on 

the comparison wines.  

3.) The first varietal is the 

anchor.  You can then 

get one or both of the 

other two wines to 

compare it 

against.  

With some 

luck, you 

might be 

able to 

compare all 

three! 

 

 

IV. HOW TO PLAY 

Once you’ve picked up your 

vino, let the games begin!  Side-

by-side comparisons are 

excellent because you can go 

back and forth between the 

wines. In this case you’ll need 2 

(or 3) glasses per person. Extra 

fun, do it blind!  Not knowing 

what is in each glass is called 

tasting it “blind”, and this adds 

an additional layer of 

complexity.  

Look, smell, taste.    
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                                     A SUMMER WINE GAME 

WINE FLIGHT 
OPTIONS 

CHOOSE ONE OF 
THE THREE FLIGHTS: 

Flight Option 1 

  Chardonnay vs. 

  Pinot Blanc or 

   Marsanne 

Commonalities… 

 Medium-full body 

 Lighter flavors 

 Often oaked 

 Citrus fruit 

 

Flight Option 2 

 Sauvignon Blanc vs. 

  Verdejo or 

  Verdicchio 

Commonalities… 

 Light body 

 Aromatic 

 Herbaceous  

 Med-high acidity 

 

 

Flight Option 3 

  Pinot Noir vs. 

  Gamay or 

  Zweigelt 

Commonalities… 

 Light-Medium body 

 Berry fruit 

 Earthy notes 

 Restrained tannins 

 

 

 

LINE ‘EM UP!      

https://www.blondetasting.com/post/30-best-wines-for-summer-2019
https://www.blondetasting.com/post/30-best-wines-for-summer-2019
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B L O N D E T A S T I N G . C O M  

 

As you begin, here are some 

questions to prompt discussion: 

 

1.) First impressions?  Is it 

aromatic?  Fruity?  Rich? 

Subtle?  Earthy?  

 

2.) What kind of fruit do you 

taste? If you can’t 

pinpoint an exact fruit, 

start by thinking about 

clusters.  

 

For whites, are you 

getting more tangy, zesty 

citrus fruits (lemon, lime, 

and grapefruit) or 

sweeter, richer more 

tropical fruits (pineapple, 

mango, etc.) 

 

For red wines, red fruit 

(cherry, strawberry) or 

black fruit (blackberry, 

plum)… etc.  

 

3.) How about florals? Oak?  

Earthiness? Minerality?   

 

4.) What seems similar 

between the wines?  

What’s different?   

 

5.) And the most important 

question of all… are you 

enjoying the wine? 

 

  

   CITRUS      TROPICAL 

        VS.          

         

 

LINE ‘EM UP! 
Why play this game?   

1.) More well-known grapes 

are in higher demand.  

They are popular. More of 

it is made, marketed, 

distributed and 

consumed. So, for 

comparable quality, you 

may be able to get the 

less well-known option for 

a lower price.  In short, 

better value, similar style 

wine. 

 

2.) It demystifies wine lists 

and makes it more fun to 

branch out.  When eating 

out, many people choose 

something they know and 

is easy to say, like “Cab”. 

Tasting lots of different 

varietals and getting 

familiar with what to 

expect will make wine lists 

less daunting and more 

of an adventure! 

 

3.) Trust me!  Wine, more 

wine, and fun people to 

hang out with. What’s not 

to like?  (You get to be 

one of those fun people 

and finding more fun 

people is on you)  

Experiential learning!  

Who said work couldn’t 

be fun too?!  Game night 

at my house, who’s 

comin’? 

 


